
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This survey was distributed to local candidates by Bicycle Nova Scotia and 
Velo Cape Breton to better understand candidates stance on bicycle 
infrastructure and improvements to the cycling network in CBRM. Bicycle 
Nova Scotia and Velo Cape Breton will follow up with elected candidates 
on their responses to this survey during the Council term. 
 
 
 

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION IN CBRM 
 
Active transportation is a key part of this election cycle, as there are 
many ongoing and upcoming active transportation projects within Cape 
Breton. CBRM has recently received funding from the province to update 
its active transportation plan for the municipality. There have been 
several significant pieces of infrastructure completed recently including 
the Maryann Corbett Trail, the Highway 125 overpass at Grand Lake 
Road, and paved shoulders on the New Waterford Highway and Seaview 
Drive. Work has begun on another significant piece, the Rail to Trail route 
from Dominion to Glace Bay.  Both the federal and provincial 
governments have recently proposed significant increases in funding for 
active transportation which could have major benefits for our 
communities. 
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1. Do you support increased spending on active transportation 
infrastructure? 
 

Candidate Response Comments 

Amanda 
McDougall 

Yes Many reasons really, but the two that are top of 
mind are overall health benefits for our wider 
community and a move towards less reliance on 
motorized vehicles and a shift in mindset and use 
of active transportation.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Yes I am an advocate for healthy living and 
environmental issues. Better active transportation 
in a win win for both of these issues.  

2. Do you support building active transportation infrastructure that 
exceeds minimum standards?   
 

Candidate Response Comments 

Amanda 
McDougall 

Yes I have lived in cities where active transportation is 
the primary use of residents and it is in large part 
because their government invents in above 
standard infrastructure. Decision makers decided to 
make active transportation the most accessible 
form of transportation and that is what is use most 
widely.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Yes Where possible, and funding permitting, we should 
be planning for next generation AT users and 
opportunities. As has always been the case, 
leveraging partner funding is critical and the new 
plan that will be developed by the next Council 
through stakeholders and staff will be a guide with 
clear priorities identified.  



 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you support building active transportation infrastructure that 
uses the most direct and convenient route for people using active 
modes of transportation?  
 

Candidate Response Comments 

Amanda 
McDougall 

Yes You need to connect people living on the peripheral 
of the urban cores to the downtowns via safe active 
transportation routes. For me, this is the easiest 
place to invest in AT infrastructure because you are 
dealing with more space and often undeveloped 
land. Building AT infrastructure from scratch is easier 
than redeveloping existing infrastructure to fit new 
AT standards, it is really the low hanging fruit we 
should be grabbing as fast as we can.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Yes The plan will include greater convenience and 
connectivity with transit as well as future park & ride 
and shuttle services to reduce urban parking and 
traffic pressures, thus making AT more attractive to 
users with true flexibility for movement.  

4. How will you prioritize the roll-out of improved active 
transportation options in car-dependent and low-income 
communities? 

  

Amanda 
McDougall 

My plan when becoming Mayor is to develop a strategic plan for 
the 4-year term alongside Council straight out of the gate. This is a 
must. I will be advocating for increased AT infrastructure as a way 
to address healthy communities, poverty and green initiatives. This 
is a category we cannot overlook for its overall importance in 
building our community connectivity, but also providing a higher 
level of service when it comes to inspiring healthy and active 
lifestyles for all residents.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Transit service levels and frequencies have increased 
substantially. Ridership is going up. Ease of use is going up. 
Shelters and access to charging stations and wifi are also 
increasing. The new AT/AC plan will identify clear community 
priorities and then targets. I look forward to helping guide the 
process along working with Council, staff and stakeholders. 
Partnerships with CBU and the United Way as well as support 
agencies will be part of the new plan.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How will you communicate with your community to understand 
the active transportation needs and considerations within the 
district, and take forward community-led projects? 
  

Amanda 
McDougall 

On an individual level I will be hosting monthly online Q and A's 
with the Mayor, something I have been doing throughout my 
campaign and have had huge success in connecting directly with 
people who have questions they would like me to address and 
answer. The other way I hope to increase community with the 
community is to open up Council meetings to ensure community 
members are permitted to participate and speak to the issues 
being discussed and decided upon at each Council meeting. 
Asking groups to give input after decisions does not work.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Again, the AT/AC plan will be the first priority area of engagement. 
This will guide future opportunities. This will also allow for annual 
updates through the budget planning process, direct stakeholders 
engagement such as the positive relationship with Velo Cape 
Breton. Building on our success to date, the new Council will have 
much to do, however a decade of accomplishment to build on.  

6. How will you use your platform to ensure CBRM creates an 
ambitious active transportation plan that prioritizes cycling 
infrastructure for all ages and abilities? 

  

Amanda 
McDougall 

Again, AT NEEDS to be set as a priority by Council and I plan to 
advocate very hard for that in setting out our 4-year Strategic Plan. 
We seen what can happen when the lone CBRM staff member 
who worked passionately for AT investment retired. And that would 
be a whole lot of nothing. There needs to be long-term 
commitment and the recognition of AT as an important and value 
community asset when it comes to overall development planning.  

Cecil 
Clarke 

Citizens are telling me they more accessible, community driven, 
projects. My platform addresses these items in a fiscally 
responsible manner that will be results focussed. The Sydney 
waterfront to Sydney River/Westmount connector will be promoted 
as a signature project such as the Maryann Corbett Trail between 
the Mayflower Mall to Reserve Mines.  



 

 

 

 

 

7. How will you ensure that everyone is safe to use active 
transportation without referring to policing or enforcement (e.g. 
planning strategies)? 

  

Amanda 
McDougall 

This will take smart planning on a project by project basis. 
While we do need an established Active Transportation 
Advisory Committee, when it comes to community based 
projects ( ie. the Rail Trail) we need community members to 
help develop things like trail/infrastructure by-laws and user 
regulations as well and monitoring and enforcement groups 
that compliment the CBRP.  

Cecil Clarke A public education plan and awareness campaigns must be 
part of the new AT/AC strategy (traditional and social media), 
working with the Province to wider shoulder and lanes as well 
as expanding Provincial ‘Blue’ Routes are critical. This in 
addition to CBRM’s own road upgrade, replacement and 
rehabilitation efforts will make our communities safer, more 
connected and healthy while improving environmental 
outcomes.  

8. Further comments (please list any specific plans or concerns you 
have surrounding bike infrastructure in your district, as well as any 
additional thoughts you may have).  

  

Amanda 
McDougall 

I am so happy you are taking the time to reach out to 
candidates and ensure that AT is being considered in each of 
their platforms.  

Cecil Clarke Thank you for the opportunity to build on our collective 
successes and accomplishments to date. New federal green, 
environmental, transit/mobility programs, and pandemic 
infrastructure recovery will all be priority areas of post election 
action. The stimulus programs being promoted offer great AT 
potential and we cannot let those opportunities pass us by. I 
have the experience and track record with AT to deliver. I ask 
for your support to re-elect me, Cecil Clarke, as your Mayor.  


