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NS Infrast ruct ure  
Funding

~ $300 m i l l ion roads and br idges

~ $600 thousand t ransi t

Com m itm ent  to 500km  of  t rai l

No dedicated b icycl ing or  act ive 
t ranspor tat ion f und



Im balance in funding

NS does not  have a designated 
budget  f or  b icycl ing, act ive 
t ranspor tat ion  or  t ransi t  
in f rast ructure

~  30% of  NS residents do not  dr ive

~ 14% of  NS labour  f orce w alk , b ike, 
or  take the bus to w ork



W hat  is going 
on?

In other  provinces?



Act ive  Transport at ion



Provincia l Funding  

Provincial  AT investm ent  per  capi ta
$0.46 -  $2.30 (BC)
$1.15 (PQ)

Potent ial  AT investm ent  
$1.30 x NS pop. =  $1.2 m i l l ion



Quebec

$88 m i l l ion betw een 1996 and 2006

1 cent ral  and 16 regional  b icycle 
coordinators

6750km  of  b ikeways connect ing 72 count ies 
and 319 m unicipal i t ies

108% return on investm ent ; 2000 jobs 
suppor ted

330 m i l l ion km  by b icycle; ↓ 76 000 tonnes 
of  CO2 



Transit



Provincia l Transit  Funding
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Provincia l Transit  Funding

$6 .8  
m illion

$7 .2 0Average 
NB,M B,SK

$17.8 m i l l ion$19.00M B Current  Funding

$645 
thousand

$0.69NS Current  Funding

Tot a lPer Capit a  
Funding

Descript ion



M anit oba

$19.00 per  capi ta; $22 m i l l ion per  year

Modal share f or  t ransi t  is 9%; 3 rd in  
Canada

Province recent ly com m it ted  to restor ing 
50:50 f unding



Nova 
Scot ia

Can do bet ter !



Goal

Inst i t ut ional ize provincial  com m itm ent  to 
b icycl ing, act ive t ranspor tat ion and t ransi t



Long Term  Funding

$8 .4 7

$1.30

$7.20

Ave. 
Per 
Capit a

$8 .0Tot a l 

$1.2AT

$6.8Transi t
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Pet it ion – 10% of provincia l gas 
t ax

10% of  256 m i l l ion is ~ $25 m i l l ion

$25 m i l l ion
25 k i lom eters of  new  highw ay
830km  paved t rai l
2500km  of  crusher  dust  t rai l

3000 signatures

Present  to leg islature f al l  2007



Pict ou Count y



East  River Corridor  

43kmLengt h

e.g. Tow n Cent res, NSCC, 
Trenton Steel  Plant

Com m ut er 
Links

Accessibi l i t y, tour ism , f our  
season

Benefit s

e.g. Acadia Park , NSCC, spor ts 
f ields, Miners’ Monum ent  Park  

Com m unit
y Links

This t rai l  f orm s the spine of  
the regional  system  f rom  
w hich local  t rai ls shal l  branch

Signif ican
ce



East  River Corridor

2004 Pictou County Planning Com m ission 
Study

Westvi l le, Stel lar ton, New  Glasgow  and 
Trenton

20,918 people af f ected

~  $430 thousand (e.g. crusher  dust ) or
   ~  $1.3 m i l l ion (e.g. paved)



Funding Sources

Per  capi ta annual  grant  (e.g. 
8.47/ capi ta)

Por t ion of  gas tax (e.g. $0.03/ L) 

Licensing f ees (e.g. $10.00/ l icense)



Ecology Action Centre

902-429-0924

trax@ecologyaction.ca

www.ecologyaction.ca/ trax

TRAX



Physical inact ivit y  

The average Canadian chi ld  is 
sedentary f or  three to f ive hours 
every day. 

(Nova Scot ia Heal th Prom ot ion and Protect ion, 
2006)

 Only 25 percent  of  Nova Scot ian 
students aged 5–17 years w alk  or  
b ike to school  every day. 

(Nova Scot ia Heal th Prom ot ion and Protect ion, 
2006)



Children and yout h achieving 
recom m ended physical act ivit y

6.9%12.6%11

44%62%7

92.3%90%3

Fem alesM ales Grade

(Cam pagna, P. et  al ., 2002)



Unhealt hy w eight s

32 per  cent  of  Nova Scot ians aged 2- 17 are 
overw eight  or  obese, com pared to 26 percent  of  
Canadians of  the sam e age. (Stat ist ics Canada, 2004)

6 . 8  % of provincia l healt h budget  – 
Unhealthy w eights cost  the Nova Scot ia heal th 
care system  at  least  $120 m i l l ion a year  or  6.8% 

of  the provincial  heal th care budget  (Hear t  and St roke 
Foundat ion, 2004)

     



% air  pollut ant s from  
t ransport at ion

8%PM

1.5%SOx

34%VOC’s

50%NOx

78%CO

Environm ent  Canada, 2002 



Respirat ory e ffect s

Nova Scot ia has the h ighest  rate of  asthm a in  Canada: 50.000 
ch i ldren and 80.000 adul t s (NS Lung Associat ion)

Ear ly exposure to pol lut ion  increases l ikel ihood ch i ld w i l l  have 
asthm a.

In  1978: 2.5% of  k ids had asthm a (Stat ist ics Canada, 1998)

In  2003: betw een 10% and 20% (Inst i t u t e of  Infect ion and Im m uni ty, 
2003) 

1996 At lan ta Olym pic Gam es study showed 28% decrease in  
ground ozone and 42% reduct ion  in  asthm a em ergency visi t s 
(Journal  of  Am er ican Medical  Associat ion, 2001)


